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An  Opportunity  for  Public  Comment 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Burns  District  Office 

HC-74,  12533  Hwy  20  West 

Hines,  Oregon  97738 


August  28,  1992 


Dear  Concerned  Citizen: 


The  Burns  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  proposing  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  the 
existing  Andrews  Resource  Area  Management  Framework  Plan.  This  plan  was  completed  in  August  1982 
and  no  longer  reflects  today's  recreational  access  needs  of  the  public  using  the  Steens  Mountain 
Recreation  Lands.  The  amendment  would  guide  recreation  access  management  of  the  Steens  Mountain 
Loop  Road  recreation  access  planning  area  and  establish  road  reconstruction  and  maintenance  standards. 

The  planning  process  is  designed  to  enable  BLM  to  accommodate  the  uses  the  public  wants  to  make  of 
the  public  lands,  while  complying  with  laws  established  by  Congress  and  policies  implemented  by  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  plan  amendment  process  will  be  completed  in 
accordance  with  the  BLM  planning  regulations,  43  CFR  1610.5-5.  This  document  provides  an 
opportunity  for  public  input  into  recreation  access  related  issues,  and  is  part  of  our  commitment  to  citizen 
involvement  and  interagency  coordination. 

The  preliminary  issues  and  proposed  alternatives  discussed  in  the  attached  document  were  developed  from 
informal  public  comment,  BLM  recreation  studies,  ongoing  contacts  with  local  governments,  discussions 
with  known  users  or  interest  groups,  and  BLM  Burns  District  staff  ideas.  The  proposed  recreation  access 
related  issues  and  alternatives  listed  in  the  attached  document  are  offered  to  stimulate  your  thoughts,  and 
we  welcome  your  comments  to  help  us  clearly  define  the  issues  and  alternatives  related  to  recreational 
access  on  the  public  land.  Your  comments  will  be  considered  as  we  prepare  the  draft  plan  amendment. 
You  will  be  sent  a  copy  of  the  draft  when  it  is  completed  this  fall. 

Public  involvement  is  an  essential  step  in  ensuring  this  plan  amendment  includes  the  appropriate 
recreation  access  related  issues,  which  will  best  serve  the  interests  of  the  public  who  use  the  Steens 
Mountain's  unique  recreation  resources.  I  encourage  you  to  closely  review  the  enclosed  information  and 
submit  your  comments  to  the  Burns  District  Office  and  to  attend  any  of  the  scheduled  public  meetings 
listed  in  the  brochure. 


Sincerely, 


/ftt& 


Michael  T.  Green 
District  Manager 


Enclosures  (as  stated) 


About  the  Area 

The  Steens  Mountain  Loop  Road  recreation 
access  planning  area  encompasses  approximately 
200,000  acres  of  public  land  in  Harney  County, 
60  miles  southeast  of  Burns,  Oregon.  Several 
thousand  acres  of  private  land  can  also  be 
reached  from  the  Loop  Road.  The  planning  area 
lies  southeast  of  Frenchglen,  east  of  Catlow 
Valley,  south  of  the  Malheur  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  west  of  the  Alvord  Desert,  and  north  of 
Long  Hollow.   See  Figure  1. 

Resource  values  found  on  the  public  land  include 
outstanding  scenery,  wildlife  habitat,  wild  horse 
and  livestock  forage,  sensitive  species  habitat, 
unique  plant  communities,  cultural  resources, 
and  many  recreation  opportunities  for 
sightseeing,  photography,  fishing,  hunting, 
camping,  and  solitude. 

The  core  area  within  the  Loop  Road  planning 
area  has  been  studied  for  a  number  of  years 
under  the  BLM  designation  of  the  Steens 
Mountain  Recreation  Lands,  see  Figure  1 .  Land 
managers  have  recognized  the  region's  unique 
qualities  and  have  placed  special  emphasis  on 
these  values  to  protect  and  enhance  them  for 
future  generations.  These  special  designations 
include  the  Steens  Mountain  National  Back 
Country  Byway,  the  Steens  Summit  Area  of 
Critical  Environmental  Concern  (50,500  acres), 
South  Fork  Willow  Creek  Research  Natural 
Area  (RNA)  (228  acres),  Rooster  Comb  RNA 
9,720  acres),  Little  Blitzen  RNA  (2,539  acres), 
Little  Wildhorse  Lake  RNA  (240  acres),  and 
East  Kiger  Plateau  RNA  (1,240  acres). 

A  total  of  74.8  miles  of  streams  have  been 
designated  as  Wild  and  Scenic  River  on  the 
Donner  und  Blitzen  River  and  its  tributaries. 
The  Riddle  Brothers  Ranch  is  listed  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and  is 
managed  primarily  for  its  historic  values.  The 
South  Steens  Wild  Horse  Herd  Management 
Area  covers  the  western  and  southwestern 
portions  of  the  area  and  a  number  of  livestock 


grazing  allotments  are  included  within  the 
planning  area. 

Five  Wilderness  Study  Areas  border  the  Steens 
Mountain  Loop  Road.  The  1991  Wilderness 
Study  Report  examined  these  areas  for  their 
suitability  or  non-suitability  as  wilderness.  The 
following  portions  of  these  areas  were  submitted 
to  the  President  and  he  has  sent  them  to 
Congress  for  their  legislative  action:  High 
Steens  (36,440  acres),  Blitzen  River  (21,970 
acres),  and  Little  Blitzen  Gorge  (4,700  acres). 
The  existing  Loop  Road,  lateral  access  roads, 
overlooks,  and  campgrounds  allow  the  public  to 
visit  and  enjoy  this  unique  area  while  causing 
the  least  amount  of  impacts  to  the  natural 
environment. 

The  Planning  Process 
and  Criteria 

The  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP) 
completed  in  1982  is  becoming  outdated.  A  new 
comprehensive  plan  is  needed  for  the  future. 
Funding  has  been  requested  for  a  Resource 
Management  Plan  (RMP);  however,  within 
current  budget  allocations,  a  completed  RMP 
may  be  several  years  away.  An  amendment  to 
the  existing  MFP  is  the  only  mechanism 
remaining  to  address,  in  a  timely  manner, 
current  public  access  needs. 

The  first  step  in  the  planning  process  is  to 
develop  planning  criteria  and  objectives  and 
ensure  the  amendment  is  tailored  to  the 
identified  issues.  The  three  basic  purposes  of 
planning  criteria  are:  (1)  to  guide  the  overall 
process  by  focusing  on  the  real  issues  and 
concerns,  (2)  to  guide  the  development  of 
meaningful  alternatives  which  address  the  issues 
and  provide  a  basis  for  the  amendments  and,  (3) 
to  provide  a  basis  for  the  District  and  Area 
Manager  to  select  a  preferred  alternative  and 
make  decisions  following  the  completion  of  the 
amendment. 
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We  suggest  the  planning  criteria: 

1 .  Focus  the  amendment  on  the  Steens 
Mountain  Loop  Road  planning  area 

2.  Focus  the  issues  on  those  which 
directly  affect  recreation  access 
within  the  Steens  Mountain  Loop 
Road  recreation  access  planning 
area 

3.  Adhere  to  all  provisions  of  existing 
public  laws,  Department  and 
Bureau  policy,  and  currently 
applicable  land  use  plan  decisions 

The  amendment  would  be  tiered  to 
recreation  and  access  management 
prescriptions  in  existing  documents 
such  as  the  Wilderness  Study 
Report,  Steens  Mountain  Recreation 
Area  Management  Plan,  Habitat 
Management  Plans,  Allotment 
Management  Plans,  Herd 
Management  Area  Plans,  Area  of 
Critical  Environmental  Concern 
Plans,  and  Wild  and  Scenic  River 
Plans. 

4.  Manage  to  protect  scientific, 
scenic,  historic  and  archaeological, 
ecological,  environmental, 
atmospheric,  and  hydrologic  values 

5.  Recognize  property  rights  of 
privately  owned  land  and  solicit  the 
help  of  the  public  in  protecting 
those  rights 

An  interdisciplinary  team  of  resource  specialists 
in  the  Burns  District  and  Andrews  Resource 
Area  will  be  used  to  prepare  the  plan 
amendment  and  environmental  assessment. 
Disciplines  to  be  represented  are  recreation, 
wilderness,  cultural,  threatened  and  endangered 
plants  and  animals,  range  management,  wildlife 
and  fisheries,  watershed,  road  engineering, 
realty,  and  land-use  planning. 


Background  for  the 
Issues 

Steens  Mountain  is  no  longer  "undiscovered." 
Outdoor  magazines,  conservation  and 
environmental  action  groups,  organized 
recreation  groups,  and  guides  and  outfitters  have 
focused  on  unique  and  varied  qualities  of  this 
area.  Use  of  the  Loop  Road  has  nearly  doubled 
since  1984.  The  large  number  of  people 
traveling  the  Loop  Road  in  passenger  vehicles 
and  visiting  the  several  existing  campgrounds 
has  created  health  and  safety  concerns  for  land 
managers.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
officials  recognize  a  need  to  improve  access  to 
Steens  Mountain,  along  the  Loop  Road,  and 
enhance  opportunities  for  enjoyment  of  the  area. 
This  could  be  accomplished  through  additional 
camping  facilities  and  improved  interpretive  sites 
to  explain  the  features  which  can  be  seen  from 
various  overlooks,  most  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Loop  Road  or  primitive  dead-end  spur  roads. 

We  have  maintained  and  attempted  to  improve 
the  Loop  Road  system  over  the  years.  Small 
amounts  of  gravel  have  been  placed  on  the  road 
to  fill  in  depressions  and  on  approaches  to 
bridges.  Washed  out  culverts  have  been 
replaced  and  a  grid  roller  used  to  break  up  large 
rocks  and  compact  roadbed  materials.  Roads 
have  been  bladed  annually  and  water  used  to 
better  compact  the  road  surface.  In  the  early 
1970's,  the  segment  of  road  between  the  Page 
Springs  and  Fish  Lake  campgrounds  was 
realigned  and  a  gravel  roadbase  applied.  In  the 
early  1980's,  gravel  was  applied  to  the  Loop 
Road  between  State  Highway  205  and  one-half 
mile  beyond  Blitzen  Crossing.  In  1991,  gravel 
was  again  applied  to  the  road  between  State 
Highway  205  and  the  turnoff  to  the  Riddle 
Brothers  Ranch. 

The  Steens  Mountain  Recreation  Area 
Interpretive  Prospectus,  prepared  in  1988  by 
Oregon  State  University,  stated  the  area 
surrounding  the  Steens  Mountain  Loop  Road 


was  a  "jewel."  The  report  found  "The  most 
popular  activity  on  the  Steens  is  driving  the 
Loop  Road."  However,  it  also  noted,  "....most 
visitors  complain  about  the  road  and  remember 
the  bumpy  ride  as  a  major  impression  in  their 
overall  experience.  The  road  is  minimally 
maintained,  and  road  condition  has  deteriorated 
over  the  past  10  years.  It  is  currently  extremely 
rough  for  small  passenger  cars,  recreational 
vehicles  and  trailers." 

The  1982  Andrews  Management  Framework 
Plan  called  for  closure  of  the  portion  of  the 
Loop  Road  from  4  miles  east  of  Blitzen 
Crossing  to  the  top  of  the  summit.  This  7.5- 
mile  segment  passes  through  the  area  known  as 
the  Rooster  Comb.  This  closure  was  proposed 
in  order  to  "....assist  in  the  management  of  the 
proposed  Steens  Mountain  wilderness  area"  and 

" reduce     future     administrative     and 

maintenance  costs  on  the  Steens  Mountain 
recreation  area".  Up  to  the  present,  no  action 
has  been  taken  to  close  this  segment  of  road. 

The  potential  for  wilderness  was  addressed  in 
the  1989  BLM  final  Oregon  wilderness 
environmental  impact  statement,  which  utilized 
public  input  to  formulate  proposals  for 
recommendation  of  specific  areas  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  As  a  result,  the  1991 
Wilderness  Study  Report  for  Oregon  states, 
"Portions  of  the  top  of  the  mountain  (Steens)  are 
recommended  as  non-suitable  for  wilderness 
because  the  benefits  of  leaving  that  area  open  to 
the  use  of  vehicles  by  recreationists  on  dead-end 
roads  extending  off  from  the  Steens  Mountain 
Loop  Road  would  outweigh  the  benefits  of 
preserving  that  area's  wilderness  values.  Motor 
vehicle-related  recreation  use  on  the  Steens  Loop 
Road  and  to  adjacent  scenic  overlooks  is  a  well- 
established  and  highly  popular  recreation 
activity.  The  Steens  Loop  Road  remains  open  in 
its  entirety  under  the  recommended  action. 
This.... reflects  public  comments  which  were 
overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  keeping  the  Loop 
Road  open." 


The  August  1982  final  report  for  the  Steens 
Mountain  Recreation  Area  Study  by  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station 
and  Oregon  State  University,  found  through 
interviewing  people  visiting  the  Loop  Road  area, 
that  "....recreationists  are  not  in  favor  of  actions 
restricting  present  access  by  automobile  to  the 
area.  Closing  even  a  portion  of  the  Loop  Road 
met  with  disapproval." 

Proposed  Issues 

The  Burns  District  would  like  the  public  to 
consider  the  following  proposed  issues  to  be 
addressed  in  an  amendment  to  the  Andrews 
Management  Framework  Plan. 

1.  Should  the  portion  of  the  Steens 
Mountain  Loop  Road  from  four 
miles  east  of  Blitzen  Crossing 
(T.  33  S.,  R.  32-3/4  E.,  Section 
34,  SW1/4NW1/4)  to  the  (upper) 
Big  Indian  Scenic  View  Point 
(T.  33  S.,  R.  33  E.,  Section  14, 
SW1/4SE1/4)  be  kept  open? 

2.  What  level  of  road  reconstruction 
and  maintenance  is  appropriate  on 
the  Loop  Road,  including  access  to 
existing  and  proposed  recreation 
and  interpretive  sites? 

3.  Should  a  binding  agent  be  placed 
on  the  road  surface  to  keep  gravel 
in  place  and  extend  the  life  of  the 
road  and  extend  the  period  between 
needed  maintenance? 

4.  Are  there  sections  of  the  Loop 
Road  which  should  remain  at  a 
lesser  standard  than  others? 

5.  What  level  of  improvement  and/or 
maintenance  is  appropriate  for 
access  roads  off  the  Loop  Road  to 
historic  sites,  overlooks, 


campgrounds,  for  ranchers, 
hunters,  and  BLM  administrative 
activities? 

6.  Where  should  gravel  sources  be 
located?  Within  the  Loop  Road 
recreation  area  or  somewhere  off 
Steens  Mountain? 

7.  Should  current  restrictions  on 
seasonal  access  along  the  Loop 
Road  continue,  or  be  changed  to 
allow  some  form  of  use  in  the 
winter? 

8.  Should  an  additional  campground 
be  located  adjacent  to  the  south 
portion  of  the  Loop  Road?  Where 
should  an  additional  campground  be 
located  if  one  is  appropriate? 

9.  Is  a  small  parking  lot  and  staging 
area  for  use  by  hikers  using 
Wildhorse  Canyon  appropriate  on 
the  recently  acquired  Wildhorse 
property? 

Preliminary  Alternatives 

The  Burns  District  would  like  the  public  to 
consider  the  following  proposed  alternatives  to 
be  addressed  in  an  amendment  to  the  existing 
Andrews  Management  Framework  Plan. 

Alternative   1   No   Action   - 
Current  Situation 

Under  this  alternative,  the  Management 
Framework  Plan  states  the  7.5  miles  of  road 
between  a  point  4  miles  east  of  Blitzen  Crossing 
and  the  upper  Big  Indian  Scenic  View,  including 
the  Rooster  Comb,  would  be  closed  to  vehicular 
traffic  and  abandoned  (not  maintained).  The 
remaining  portions  of  the  existing  Loop  Road 
would  be  maintained  under  current  road 
standards,  within  the  documented  100-foot 


right-of-way  and  as  often  as  necessary,  to 
provide  for  safe  passage  of  vehicles.  This 
would  include  placing  gravel  on  the  road  where 
necessary  to  protect  the  roadbed  and  for  safety. 

Some  level  of  interpretive  exhibits  would  be 
developed  at  overlooks  and  spur  roads  would  be 
maintained  as  necessary  to  protect  the  road  and 
control  erosion.  People  camping  along  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Loop  Road  would  not  be 
able  to  enjoy  the  use  of  picnic  tables,  fire  rings, 
and  barbecue  grills. 

The  Loop  Road  would  be  closed  during  the 
winter  to  vehicle  access,  except  as  allowed  on  a 
case-by-case  basis. 

Alternative  2 

Any  necessary  reconstruction  of  the  Loop  Road 
would  be  done  within  the  present  100-foot  right- 
of-way,  but  generally  adhering  to  the  present 
widths  of  disturbance  along  the  various  segments 
of  the  road.  Reconstruction  would  be  designed 
to  improve  safety,  improve  BLM's  ability  to 
maintain  the  road  in  an  acceptable  condition,  and 
reduce  the  loss  of  gravel  caused  by  vehicle 
traffic  and  washing  of  soil  from  the  roadbed 
caused  by  thunderstorm  runoff.  The  roadbed 
would  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  gravel  from  8 
to  12  inches  thick,  depending  on  the  need  to 
cover  boulders  and  provide  for  an  adequate  road 
base.  Two  segments  of  the  roadbed,  between 
State  Highway  205  and  Jackman  Park  and 
between  the  highway  and  the  base  of  the  Rooster 
Comb,  would  be  covered  with  a  binding  agent 
made  from  an  organic  material  to  keep  fine 
materials  and  gravel  in  place  and  reduce  dust. 

Where  reconstruction  of  access  roads  off  the 
Loop  Road  is  necessary,  work  would  be  done 
within  the  existing  area  of  disturbance,  to 
provide  for  adequate  vehicle  passage.  These 
roads  would  also  be  graveled,  as  appropriate  to 
make  them  passable  and  to  protect  them  from 
erosion  and  other  damage.  They  would  be 
covered  with  a  binding  agent,  if  engineers  deem 


it  necessary  to  keep  gravel  on  the  roads. 
Existing  access  roads  used  by  ranchers,  hunters, 
and  public  land  managers  to  range 
improvements,  vegetation  and  soil  studies,  etc. 
would  be  left  unimproved.  Maintenance  would 
include  grading  as  necessary  to  allow  high 
clearance  vehicles  to  pass  and  installation  of 
water  bars  to  reduce  erosion  and  prevent  damage 
to  the  roads.  Where  these  roads  border  a 
Wilderness  Study  Area,  road  maintenance  would 
be  kept  within  the  existing  area  of  disturbance. 

Two  potential  gravel  sources  would  be  analyzed 
for  impacts.    These  are  located  at  T.  33  S., 
R.  31  E.,  Section  12,  SEl/4SEl/4and  T.  34  S., 
R.   32  E.,  Section  11,  NW1/4NE1/4.     See 
Figure  1. 

Public  access  to  the  Riddle  Brothers  Ranch  is 
presently  restricted  by  a  locked  gate.  The 
general  public  will  have  access  once  the  existing 
life-estate  lease  expires.  The  road  would  be 
improved  sometime  in  the  future  to  the  historic 
Riddle  Brothers  Ranch  house.  A  parking  lot 
would  be  located  opposite  the  ranch  house  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Little  Blitzen  River. 
Access  for  visitors  to  the  historic  ranch  buildings 
would  be  across  the  river,  using  the  footbridge. 

A  campground  would  be  located  in  T.  34  S., 
R.  32-3/4  E.,  Section  4,  N1/2SW1/4NE1/4  and 
NE1/4SE1/4NW1/4.     Campsites  would  be  on 
both  sides  of  the  present  vehicle  trail  to  Indian 
Creek.    See  Figure  1. 

Several  interpretive  kiosks  would  be  located  at 
existing  overlooks,  see  Figure  1.  Overlooks  or 
wayside  exhibits  and  parking/turnout  areas 
would  be  constructed  at  Kiger  Gorge,  East  Rim, 
Wildhorse  Canyon,  Little  Blitzen  Trail  (east), 
Little  Blitzen  Trail  (west)  and  staging  area,  Big 
Indian  Gorge,  and  a  wildlife  viewing  area.  Any 
construction  on  overlooks  and  parking/turnouts 
off  the  Loop  Road,  which  border  Wilderness 
Study  Areas,  would  be  limited  to  the  existing 
area  of  disturbance. 


The  Loop  Road  would  be  closed  to  vehicle 
traffic  above  the  snow  line,  but  available  for 
winter  recreation  use. 

A  small  parking  lot  and  staging  area  would  be 
located  at  one  of  two  possible  sites;  in  T.  35  S., 
R.  33  E.,  Section  14,  NW1/4NW1/4NW1/4  or 
T.  35  S.,  R.  33  E.,  Section  10, 
SE1/4NE1/4SE1/4,  on  the  acquired  Wildhorse 
property.  Approximately  one-half  to  three- 
quarters  mile  of  road  would  need  to  be 
constructed  in  Sections  11  and  14.  See 
Figure  1. 

Alternative  3 

All  proposed  actions  would  be  similar  to 
Alternative  2,  except  for  the  following  changes. 
The  entire  Loop  Road  would  be  reconstructed  to 
a  standard  20-foot  width  and  surfaced  with 
magnesium  chloride  as  a  binding  agent. 

A  new  campground  would  be  located  at  one  of 
two  possible  sites,  in  T.  34  S.,  R.  32-3/4  E., 
Section  4,  SE1 /4NW1/4NE1/4  and 
SW1/4NE1/4NE1/4  or  T.  34  S.,  R.  32  E., 
Section  2,  NE1/4SE1/4NW1/4.   See  Figure  1. 

The  Loop  Road  would  be  closed  during  the 
winter  to  all  motorized  vehicle  traffic,  including 
snowmobiles. 

How  can  you  Help? 

We  ask  you  to  consider  each  of  the  proposed 
issues,  along  with  the  preliminary  alternatives. 
Do  you  agree  the  important  resource  issues  have 
been  identified?  Do  you  feel  the  various 
alternatives  present  a  reasonable  range  of 
feasible  actions  related  to  recreation  along  the 
Loop  Road?  If  we  have  overlooked  an 
important  recreation-related  issue,  we  would 
appreciate  your  help  in  identifying  it. 

For  a  comment  to  be  helpful  to  us,  it  should 
relate  to  a  specific  concern  or  conflict  that  is 
within  the  legal  responsibility  of  the  Bureau  of 


Land  Management;  and  it  must  be  a  concern  or 
conflict  BLM  can  effectively  resolve  in  the 
planning  process.  Comments  can  be  written  and 
mailed  to  us  at  the  address  shown  below,  and  we 
also  encourage  you  to  attend  one  of  the  public 
meetings  listed  below  and  give  your  comments 
verbally.  We  are  interested  in  meeting  with  any 
group  who  wishes  to  discuss  this  plan 
amendment.  If  your  group  is  interested,  please 
contact  us  to  schedule  an  appropriate  time. 

Andrews  Area  Manager 

HC  74,  12533  Highway  20  west 

Hines,  Oregon  97738 

(503)573-5241 

Public  Meetings 

Several  meetings  are  scheduled  to  give  the 
public  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  proposed 
issues  and  alternatives  suggested  by  BLM 
resource  specialists  and  managers.  All  meetings 
will  begin  at  7  p.m.  The  first  meeting  will  be 
held  on  September  16,  1992  in  the  Harney 
County  Museum  Club  Room  in  Burns,  Oregon. 
The  second  meeting  will  be  held  on  September 
17,  1992  in  the  conference  room  of  the 
Riverhouse  Motor  Inn  at  3075  N.  Highway  97, 
in  Bend,  Oregon.  A  third  meeting  will  be  held 
on  September  18,  1992  in  the  school  house  at 
Frenchglen,  Oregon. 


Begin  30-day  Public  Scoping  period  - 

September  1  (End  September  30) 

Scheduled  public  meetings  -  September 

16-18 

BLM  would  meet  with  groups  who 

make  the  request  during  the  30-day 

scoping  period 

Publish    the    draft    amendment    and 

environmental  assessment  -  November 

16  (estimated) 

Begin    45-day    public    review    and 

comment  period  -  November  16 

End    45-day    review    and    comment 

period  (December  3 1  -  estimated) 

BLM  would  meet  with  groups  who 

make  the  request  during  the  30-day 

review  and  comment  period 

Publish  proposed  amendment  -  January 

29,  1993  (estimated) 

Begin  30-day  protest  period  -  February 

3  (estimated) 

End    protest    period     -     March     2 

(estimated) 


All  persons  interested  in  participating  in 
planning  for  management  of  recreation  on  public 
lands  surrounding  the  Steens  Mountain  Loop 
Road  are  invited  to  attend  one  or  all  the  public 
meetings. 

Planning  Schedule 


Publish  Notice  of  Intent  to  prepare  an 
amendment  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  -  August  28 
Send  out  scoping  letter  to  the  public  - 
August  28 
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